(2) That a person so admitted shall be discharged immediately he is no longer certifiable as a person of unsound mind, and a proper person to be detained under care and treatment.
(3) That he is not illtreated or neglected while under detention.
(4) That in case of his death in the mental hospital, the cause and circumstances thereof are the subject of special report and possibly searching enquiry. It assumes the possibility of moral turpitude, in carrying out its provisions, on the part, of the judicial authority, the patient's relatives and friends, the doctor, the nurses, the Managers and even the Commissioners. Its attitude is that of suspicion throughout , and threats and penalties are plentiful?quite enough I should imagine to satisfy the most rabid reformer.
The Lunacy Act of 1890 has been much criticized of late, in fact it has become almost fashionable to abuse it. As a legal measure it undoubtedly was most carefully and conscientiously framed. Personally I have a real healthy respect for it in more senses than one and underlying it are many great principles and ideals. It must be remembered, however, that it is a consolidating act and represents, with but few innovations, the English lunacy law as it has evolved since the time of Edward II.
As a measure designed to secure the best treatment of the mentally unsound, it is, however, singularly incomplete. It This brings our course to a conclusion. You have been very welcome and your visit has given the hospital the greatest pleasure. There is no doubt in my mind as to the essential unity of problems of mental deficiency and mental disorder, and there is everything to be gained by a unity of forces. They have both the same object in view that the mental hygiene of the community should progress pari passu with the progress of science, education, and political economy in order that these may be made the best use of to promote happiness and human efficiency and not become destructive of human character and instruments of mental regression.
